EGO 4                                  [1940
Affreuse condition de Phomme! il n'y a pas un de ses
bonheurs qui ne vienne d'une ignorance quelconque !
M. de Chatelet avait commence sa carriere par la place de
secretaire des commandements d'une princesse imperiale.
II possedait toutes les incapacites exigees par sa place.
Toucher aux choses de theatre est une des ambitions
eternellement vivantes de la petite bourgeoisie.
Jan. 16      A letter from Rangoon :
Tuesday.
University College
Rangoon, Burma
December 21st, 1939
JAMES AGATE, Esq.,
c/o Sunday Times,
London, W.C.I
DEAR SIR,
In these gloomy days perhaps the following ' howler'
may afford a chuckle to the biographer of Rachel. Recently
I had occasion to consult Mrs Gaskell's Life of Charlotte
Bronte. In the index to my edition is the following:
"Rachel, Mdlle., French actress, 208, 336, 337, 348."
Turning to the first reference, I found: " . . . the same
tender and faithful spirit as that in which Jacob served for
Rachel.59
I hope you have not come across this gem before.
Yours truly,
J. SELWYN TURNER
Jan. 18        At one time I contemplated a series of Flau-
Thursday.   bertian   " Gigantesques."   If  the  project  had
materialised I should certainly have included this
from an advertisement column which I saw to-day :
Coty Talc makes ordinary undies feel like finest silk, and
sUk undies feel like the passionless caress of an angel.
Jan. 19   Neville Cardus is going to Australia to write about
Friday,   their music and cricket. Will be away a year. He
told me to-night that at the age of eleven he sold
newspapers barefoot in the streets of Manchester, and at thir-
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